
Key Ideas for Parents 
 

Think Deeply:  The Common Core em-
phasizes critical thinking.  It re-
quires students to analyze more, 
discuss more, evaluation more, jus-
tify more and explain their thinking 
and understanding deeply, especial-
ly in writing.   

Integrating Learning: The Common 
Core emphasizes learning across 
disciplines (reading and math and 
social studies standards combined 
into one task).  Students spend 
more time working together with 
different real-life settings, struc-
tures and tools.   

Showing How They Learn:  The Com-
mon Core emphasizes proof and 
evidence.  Long gone are the days 
of worksheets, fact memorizations 
and skill and drill.  Students are not 
taught this way and they are not 
assessed this way.  The new tests 
will require students to explain how 
they know and to move fluently be-
tween different ways of solving a 
problem. 

Talking with the 
Teacher 

 

When you talk with your child’s 
teacher ask to see a sample of 
his/her work. 

Ask the teacher questions about the 
work, like: 

• Is this piece satisfactory? 

• Does this meet the grade level 
expectation? 

• How could it be better? 

• Is my child on track? 

• How can I help my child im-
prove? 

• What resources are available 
that I can use to support my 
child at home? 

If you have concerns, don’t hesitate 
to share them. 

If you have successes or praises, 
share them as well. 

 

 

...the Fourth Grade 
Edition 

Common Core 
State Standards 

for Parents... 

This guide provides an overview 
of what your child will learn by 
the end of the year in Mathe-
matics and English Language 
Arts and Literacy.  It focuses on 
the key skills your child will 
learn in these subjects, which 
will build a strong foundation for 
success in other subjects.  This 
guide is based on the new Com-
mon Core State Standards, 
which have been adopted in 
Washington State. 

Nine Mile Falls School District 
Nine Mile Falls, WA 

Adapted from National PTA 
resources 



Common Core Standards for Fourth Grade 

 

 

 

In 4th grade, your child will 
gain important new skills 
while continuing to build on 
what he or she learned the 
previous year. One of the 
main areas studied in 4th 

grade is arithmetic and applying it to solve 
problems. This is an important life skill, and 
your child should make significant strides in 
this area during the year. Your child will also 
build knowledge and skills with fractions to 
prepare for mastering this topic in 5th and 
6th grades. These skills will help ensure your 
child is ready for algebra and advanced 
math.  Your child will be: 

■ Using whole-number arithmetic to solve 
word problems, including problems with re-
mainders and problems with measurements 

■ Adding and subtracting whole numbers 
quickly and accurately (numbers up to 1 
million) 

■ Multiplying and dividing multi-digit num-
bers in simple cases (e.g., multiplying 1,638 
× 7 or 24 × 17, and dividing 6,966 by 6) 

■ Understanding and applying equivalent 
fractions (e.g., recognizing that 1⁄4 is less 
than 3⁄8 because 2⁄8 is less than 3⁄8) 

■ Adding, subtracting, and multiplying frac-
tions in simple cases (such as 2 3⁄4 − 1 1⁄4 
or 3 × 5⁄8), and solving related word prob-
lems 

■ Understanding simple decimals in terms of 
fractions (e.g., rewriting 0.62 as 62⁄100) 

■ Measuring angles and finding unknown 
angles in a diagram 

English Language Arts 
and Literacy 

Building the stamina and skills to read challenging 
fiction, nonfiction, and other materials is fundamen-
tal in 4th grade. Your child will continue to learn 
about the world as well as build vocabulary skills by 
reading more complicated stories and poems from 
different cultures and a range of books on history, 
science, art, and music. Fourth grade students also 
will make important strides in their ability to ex-
plain plainly and in detail what a book says — both 
explicitly and what is implied from its details. By 
4th grade, your child will be writing effective sum-
maries, book reports, and descriptions of characters 
or events that use correct grammar and punctua-
tion.  Your child will be: 

■ Describing the basic elements 
of stories — such as characters, 
events, and settings — by draw-
ing on specific details in the text 

■ Paying close attention to key 
features of informational books 
and articles: these include understanding the main 
and supporting ideas; being able to compare and 
contrast information; and explaining how the au-
thor uses facts, details, and evidence to support 
particular points 

■ Comparing ideas, characters, events, and settings 
in stories and myths from different cultures 

■ Writing summaries or opinions about topics sup-
ported with facts, details, and examples 

■ Independently conducting short research projects 
on different aspects of a topic using evidence from 
books and the Internet 

■ Writing complete sentences with correct capitali-
zation and spelling 

■ Relating words that are common in reading to 
words with similar meanings (synonyms) and to 
their opposites (antonyms) 

Mathematics 

http://www.k12.wa.us/cor
estandards/default.aspx 

 

http://www.pta.org/comm
oncore 

 

http://www.corestandards
.org 

 

http://www.hunt-
institute.org 

 

http://www.nwea.org/pro
ducts-services/common-

core-map 

Parent-Friendly 
Resources  


